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SOCIETY BRINGS BACK OLD TRADITION
CHILI PICNIC

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22, 2003 FROM NOON until ??? at
the WABASH VALLEY RAILROADERS MUSEUM

The board of directors of the Haley Tower Historical & Technical Society invites you to
attend as the Society brings back its oldest tradition, the chili "chil ly" picnic.  This year's picnic wil l be
a pitch-in so bring the food that you would like to eat with a li ttle extra to share.  The Society will be
providing only the picnic grounds and Bill Foster's propane grill .  Please bring your own beverages and
remember that they must be non-alcoholic.  It is recommended that you also bring lawn chairs.

The founders of the Society began this tradition many years ago as an attempt to bring
together at one time the many rail fans that visited Haley Tower.  Chili became a staple at these picnics
because they were usually held in late October or November when the weather was often cold.  As can
be seen in the photo from the 1991 picnic Bill Foster is wearing heavy gloves and everyone is wearing
a warm jacket.  Hot chili seemed to be the favorite food to be eaten in the cold weather.

Cold temperatures did not interfere with clear thinking.  During these group gatherings the
participants realized that the CSX acquisition of Conrail facil ities in Terre Haute would lead to the
closing of Haley Tower.  They formed the Society in order to save the tower.

Reservations are not required for this gathering.  However, many members might be interested
to know who will be attending.  Feel free to post a message at the Haley Tower discussion group at
WVRM-HTHTS_discussion@yahoogroups.com indicating if you plan to attend or want to stay at
home where it is warm.



SOCIETY'S ANNUAL MEETING AND PICNIC
On August 23rd the Haley Tower Historical & Technical Society held the annual meeting at the Wabash Valley

Rail roaders Museum.  Because of scheduling conflicts attendance was lower for this year's meeting than for the previous
four years.  Nine guests joined seventeen Society members at the gathering.
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President Bill Foster called the meeting to order.  Secretary/treasurer Jim Rhodes presented the minutes of the
2002 annual meeting and they were approved as presented.  Jim also reported on the Society's finances as of the end of
2002 and this report was also approved.  Membership director Bob Mount then reported that the Society had a current
membership of 67.

Bill covered "old business" that consisted mainly of reports on work done to Haley and Spring Hill Towers and
work to be done in the future.  Also included in his report were Turner Depot and the two metal buildings moved to the
Museum from the former East Yard.  These three structures were not on the property at the time of last year's meeting.

The discussion then moved on to "new business."  Several changes to the Society's constitution had been proposed.
The suggested changes were detailed in the previous issue of "The Order Board."  The members present voted against the
first proposed change but in favor of all remaining changes.  The revised constitution is included in this issue.

Bill t hen reported on a now obsolete, concrete signal bungalow currently located on the near south side of Terre
Haute.  CSX has removed the equipment formerly located in the structure and has donated it to the Society.  The rail road
has not placed a time limit on moving the building from its present location.  It is hoped that early in 2004 MCF Movers
can transport the seven-foot by seven-foot bungalow to the Museum where it will be converted to a restroom facility.

The changes in the constitution that had been approved earlier led to the election of two new directors to serve on
the Society's board.  Rob Doyle and John Fuller were elected to the positions.
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The business meeting was then adjourned and everyone's attention turned to the picnic.  Among the members who
could not attend this year's meeting due to a schedule conflict was Dave Korkhouse.  Dave has served as chief cook since at
least 1999.  Another cook was needed.  At Effingham Transportation Days in 2001 Chris Will is had done the cooking for
the Society members and others that worked in and around the warehouse and the Effingham Rail road.  Those who ate his
cooking not only survived but also raved about the job he had done.  Chris was pressed into service at this year's picnic.

Chris is shown in the photo at the bottom left of page two.  Also assisting in preparation of the meal were Marion
Foster (shown cooking corn in the upper right photo on page two), Michele and Megan Foster and Carolyn Doyle.  Those
attending the picnic express their gratitude to all that helped to prepare the meal.

The event this year was again held in fine weather that allowed the attendees to visit with each other after they had
finished their meals.  The gathering finall y came to a close around five in the afternoon.

The August meeting was the Society's official annual meeting and picnic.  A picnic was held in June to say
farewell to Clee Sprague as he prepared to move to Texas.  Now a third picnic is planned for November.  Be sure to review
the information on page one and plan to attend the chili "chil ly" picnic.

SOCIETY TO PARTICIPATE IN TRAIN SHOW
The Terre Haute train show and toy train swap meet will be held Saturday November 15, 2003 from 10 a.m. until

3 p.m. at the National Guard Armory west of Terre Haute North High School on Maple Avenue.  The Society will have a
table where they will sell fund-raising merchandise.  Items normall y offered are T-shirts, sweatshirts and hats bearing the
Society's logo.

A new item available this year is the Society's bumper sticker that has blue printing on a white background saying
"Wabash Valley Rail roaders Museum" followed by "Terre Haute, Indiana."

Another new item that will be offered at the show is a video entitled "A Railfan's Adventure in the Cornbelt."  Ken
Buckman of Broken Knuckle Video shot this video in Indiana and Ill inois in June of this year.  Society member Dave
Honan assisted him.  In appreciation for the help of Dave and others Ken has promised that one dollar from each unit sold
will be donated to the Society.  Details are not complete at this time but Ken has suggested that VHS copies of his video
will be sold at the train show at a discounted price.  He has also said that five dollars per unit sold at the show will be
donated to the Society.

Ken also offers the video on DVD-R but these will not be available at the train show.  Ken states that the DVD-R
format is not compatible with all DVD players.  He can answer questions and offer support to those who want the DVD if
they contact him at http://www.bkvp.com/cornadv.htm.

Society director John Fuller usually attends train shows to sell rail road books and photographs.  He will attend a
show on November 15th but it will be the show in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Those manning the Society's tables at the Terre
Haute train show will sell some of his books and photos.  The profits from those sales will be donated to the Society.

NOTES ON UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
The Wabash Valley Railroaders Museum closed the 2003 season on October 26th.  However, activity at the

Museum continues throughout the year.
Board meetings are still held on the second Wednesday of each month.  They are usuall y held in the office at the

Museum.  If the weather is extremely cold the meetings are moved to an area restaurant.  If you plan to attend a meeting
please be at the Museum by 6 p.m.  If the meeting is moved you will then know where it is being held.  Board meetings
have sometimes been rescheduled due to snow or ice so if the weather is severe please contact the Society to find out if the
meeting will take place.  The Society now has a phone line and answering machine in the Museum office.  We will change
the outgoing message to indicate that the meeting is canceled.  The phone number is (812) 238 9958.

Work sessions continue on the third Saturday of each month.  However, there will not be a work session in
November because of the train show on the third Saturday.  The work sessions are also subject to cancellation due to
weather so check the phone message to see if the work session will be held.  During cold weather the work sessions usually
focus on interior tasks.  There are many such tasks to be done.  Most of the sash cords on the windows of Haley Tower are
broken.  Bill Foster has repaired some of the cords but many remain broken.  Interior work on Spring Hill can also be
started.  The tower needs to be cleaned and made more presentable for the public.

Please come out and join the work crew on one of the work days.


