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Copyright 2002 — Bob Mount
The first crossing of two railroads at what is now known as “the Haley's” was first
accomplished by an agreement between the existing Evansville & Crawfordsville Railroad,
which ran north/south, and the Indianapolis & St. Louis Railroad, who were building westward
towards St. Louis.
This agreement, signed on October 27", 1869 authorized the Indianapolis & St. Louis

{ Railroad to construct their road across the track and grounds of the Evansville &

| Crawfordsville at a point in Vigo County designated on the plat of the Indianapolis & St. Louis
Railroad, with the Indianapolis & St. Louis binding themselves to furnishing and maintaining
the frog and crossing.

On January 30", 1890, an agreement was signed by the successor railroads
(Chicago & Eastern III|n0|s succeeding the Evansville & Crawfordsville and Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Chicago and St. Louis succeeding the Indianapolis & St. Louis) to establish,
construct and maintain an interlocking system at the crossing of their respective railroads in
accordance with the plans drawn up by The Union Switch & Signal Company and accepted
. by both, and that both parties would pay one-half the cost of both the interlocking plant and
signal system.

The agreement also stated that future maintenance and operation would be in charge
of the Chicago & Eastern lllinois, with the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis paying
one-half the cost. This also included the operator’'s wages, with the operators being carried on
the payrolls of both railroads with each road paying half of the salaries.

The Union Switch & Signal Company, in a proposal dated January 20, 1890, outlined
a plan to provide and fix in a tower, erected by the railway company, a Saxby-Farmer
interlocking machine having seven levers and one spare space, for the operation of four
switches and four locks, and eight signals and four bars. Also, U S & S offered to provide and
fix the signals and their connections, the locks and their connections, and the connections to
the switches, at a cost of $2,204.00.

For an additional $750.00 they would (if desired) furnish the material and erect a neat
frame tower, 12’ 2" by 12’ 2" in area by 13’ to the second floor.

Both the Auditor of the State of Indiana and the Auditor of Vigo County approved the
plans on April 22, 1890.

This then became the first tower to stand at the crossing of these two railroads,

_{ although it is unclear if the tower was built by the C&E I, or by Union Switch & Signal.

Editor's Note

Thanks to Bob Mourt for this article describing the origins of the interlocking plant that all
members of the Society know and love. Thisisthe beginning of the history of the group.

Sincethe incorporation of The Haley Tower Historicd & Technicd Society many documents
have been aqquired that ded with the histories of Haley and Spring Hill Towers. The Museum has a
binder fill ed with copies of rail road contrads and |etters concerning Haley Tower. On future visitsto
the Society members should ask to seethese interesting documents.

If anyone has other photos or documents pertaining to the history of Wabash Valley
rail roading please consider donating them to the M useum.
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HTH& TSHOLDS ANNUAL MEETING

The Wabash Valley Railroaders Museum was the site of the 2002Haley Tower Historicd & Tednicd
Society annual medtingand picnic. A group of over forty people dtended the event.

The day began with the Society's business meeting. Acting seaetary/treasurer Jim Rhodes presented the
minutes of the 2001annual meding and the financial report for 2001. Both items were acceted by avote of the
members present. President Bill Foster briefed the members on the past yea's progresson various projeds at the
Museum.

The meding then moved on to "new business.” Thefirst item was the dedion of two membersto the
board of diredors. Jim Rhodes had been serving as ®aetary/treasurer of the Society since ealy 2000foll owing the
resignation of Scott Withrow who formerly held the position. Also, at that time Ralph Bell was eleded to the board
of diredorsto bringthe board to its full membership of five people. At this yea's annual meding the members
present eleded Jim Rhodes to the paosition he has held for over two yeass. Jim had formerly served as vice-president
of the Society so that officehad been vacant during the previous 30 months. At this annual meeting the members
eleded Ralph Bell vice-president.

For the next item on the agenda Bill Foster distributed copies of the Society's five-year plan as envisioned
in February of 1999 The handout fadlitated a thorough discussion about acquisition of the Turner depot and
placement of the depot on the grounds of the Museum. Members agreed with an ealier vote by the board that the
Society should attempt to acquire the depot and move it to the Museum.

At the meding the mlleded group dedded that this depat should be placed south of Spring Hill Tower. After the
annual meding several Society memberstook a doser look at the seleded location and had misgivings about that
placement. Some expressed concern about having two woodframe buildings, Turner depot and Spring Hill Tower,
in such proximity that an acddental fire in one would likely engulf the other. Many aso felt that pladng the depot
south of the tower would block future photographs of the tower's outh face The south side of Spring Hill Tower
was rarely photographed when the tower stoodat its original locaion becaise of the trees that grew beside the
tower. Also, pladng Turner depat farther to the eat would put it entirely on the existing concrete pad and eliminate
the need for a new foundation for the depat.



Several e-mail messages were exchanged Saturday evening and Sunday, August 24th and 25h, asking for
revised opinionsin light of these mncerns. Based on the views expressd in these messages, at the September board
meding the diredors voted to placethe depot between Haley and Spring Hill towers and just north of the parking
lot.

After the business meeting on August 24th came the annual picnic. The picnic is atradition that preceled
and led to the formation of the Haley Tower Historicd & Tecdhnicd Society. Early picnics were usually held later in
the yea than the current pradice of meding in late August. November was often the month in which Terre Haute
rail fans met at Haley and the cld weaher led to the tradition of eaing chili and ather hot dishes at the picnic. Dick
Jackson and Chieko Sprague receved acdaim for their dishes from those dtending the ealy picnics. The menu this
yea consisted of hot dogs, hamburgers, roasted corn on the b, cookies and ather items.

With the annual meding now held in August cold temperatures are not a problem but rain has been. Rain
fell on the gatheringsin 2000and 2001 This yea the skieslooked threaening for atime but no rain fell.

The annual gathering was, for many, the first oppatunity to view the upper level of Spring Hill Tower
foll owing the move of the tower from the original south Terre Haute location. The exterior portions of Spring Hill
were ressembled in time for the 2001 penic but the stairs were not restored urtil ealy this year.

The dildren of John Fuller played on the Museum grounds along with Megan Foster. Many members
stayed to visit with ead other after the med making this yea's picnic more like afamily reunion.

Among the guests this yea were the four men pictured below. From the left they are Carl Smith, Clee
Sprague, Tom Berry and John Phillips. These retired rail roaders appeared to have apleasant afternoon talkingin the
shade.
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More pictures from the meding appea on page 4.
For those who like to plan ahead, the next annual meding and picnic will be on August 23, 2003 The date
is st by the Society's constitution foll owing a vote by members at the meding in 2001
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The grasshad been mowed six days earlier but Dave Korkhouse seans to be the Society's
Ralph Bell foundit needed it again on Friday. "perpetual chef" and here he doesit again. Thanks, Dave.
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After the businessmeding the fun began. Doug Nipper brought everything needed and set

up an ATCS monitor. Mike Wilson observes.

PRR BUILDINGS ARRIVE AT MUSEUM

After more than eight months of planning two sted buildings were moved to the grounds of the Wabash
Valley Railroaders Museum. On September 28, 2002members of the Haley Tower Historicd & Tednicd Society
and men from Industrial Contrading and Ereding got together at the former East Y ard to move the structures.

Jadcore Incorporated onns most of the property that formerly was East Y ard and the land adjoins their
plant, which islocated at Fruitridge and Locust in Terre Haute. The yard stretched from Fruitridge to 25h Stred
north of Locust. Thetwo 12 ky 16 foot buil dings were left behind when the yard was removed. Sincethey stood
exposed in the middle of alarge field the buil dings had become targets for vandals and graffiti painters. Jadcore had
no use for the buildings and the structures were off ered to the Society.

Originally, members of the Society planned to dsmantle the balt-together buil dings and move them by
truck to the Museum. However, President Bill Foster met with John Curry of 1.C.E. who said that he could use a
craneto lift the buildings intad, placethem on atrail er and transport them. This plan required that the buildings be
reinforced. Severa members of the usua "work party" spent one of the Saturday work sessons pladng two-by-four
framing inside the buildingsto provide the strength and rigidity required for the move. Bill and Charlie Foster also
poured a ancrete slab in the northwest corner of the Museum grounds as a base for one buil ding that has become
the storage shed.

On the foggy morning of September 28th the move took place Mr. Curry and his men made short work of
moving the structures and pladng them at the Museum. Members then spent the rest of the day pladng treaed
wooden sill plates under the wallsto prevent the metal walls from further rusting due to water standing against the
walls.

Whil e one buil ding was placed in the northwest corner of the grounds the second was %t in placejust west
of the main gate on the existing dlab. This building will become the Museum office dl owingthe
lower level of Haley Tower to be used for displays pertaining to Wabash Vall ey rail roading.

In the weeks foll owing the placement of the buil dings Society workers have patched holesin the metal and install ed
Plexiglas windows in the office building. An elevated and insulated floor is beinginstalled to protea from water
that sometimes pods on the slab and to make this buil ding easier to hea.



Perhaps most importantly, after Mr. Curry and the men from Industrial Contrading and Ereding placed the two
buildings they used their craneto lift the C& El trainorder mast bad into pasition beside Haley Tower. Earlier in the Summer
Society members had re-install ed and painted the heads on the mast. Plans are to reconned the wiring for the signal heads and
make them operable ayain. Here ae some phaos.
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When the work began Jadcore & the sun were barely visible. The workersfrom | C E had little trouble lifting the buildings.
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The assembled signal mast was lifted to its new location. Foundation bolts needed a small adjustment to fit the base.
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Bill Foster adjusts the placement of the target signals. Chris Willisingtall s thefirst of two "trainorder” signs.

Photo by Bob Mount Photo by Ralph Bell
The officein its new locéion before repairs began. C P coal train with U P power passes

the trainorder signal



