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W. Foster 

 
Annual picnic attendees pose for a photo on the steps of our namesake tower.   
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ANNUAL MEETING AND PICNIC REPORT 
 

 The society’s annual meeting and picnic were held October 22nd. Among the 
folks on hand was retired C&EI interlocking operator and dispatcher Bob 
Barker.  

Bob shared his memories of working at HY and provided some tutoring 
in the art of telegraphy from the operator’s desk.  

This year, the board of directors decided to rent a professionally in-
stalled tent for the event versus the cheap tarp type tents we have used in the 
past. It worked out quite well, because the weather that day was windy and cold; 
typical for late October. With the help of a couple kerosene heaters the tent area 
became bearable. Jeff Jackson provided the family recipe of chili and everybody 
pitched in with goodies and refreshments. For those who were in the group in 
the late 80’s and early 90’s, do you remember standing out in the parking lot 
with no shelter eating chili? Brrr! 

During the business meeting the usual reports were given and elections 
were held. John Fuller and Rob Doyle were re-elected to their respective posi-
tions on the Board of Directors. John accepted his nomination via cell phone 
from a remote undisclosed location. 

      W. Foster 
 

The picnic crowd enjoys a little birthday party for Treasurer Jim Rhodes.   
Note the next generation in the foreground 

                                 S. Withrow 

 
                        Bob Barker explains how things used to be when he worked at Haley 



Clee J. Sprague 1929-2007 
 
Clee J. Sprague died Tuesday January 30, 2007 in a nursing home in The Woodlands, Texas. He had 
been hospitalized since mid-December battling complications from recent gall bladder surgery. Born 
September 19, 1929 in Mecca, Indiana, he was raised in Fairview Park (just north of Clinton). Chi-
eko, his wife of 40 years passed away last winter. Their daughters Betsy Stern and Judy Sjogren and 
their families survive him. Funeral services are scheduled for 2 PM February 19th at the Toronto 
Cemetery in Bono, Indiana. 
 
Clee worked 42 years for the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad, L&N and then CSX at stations and 
interlocking towers all over Eastern Illinois and Western Indiana. The last 25 years of his career were 
spent working at Haley Tower in Terre Haute. This is where most of us met him.  
 
With that warm smile and friendly voice, he welcomed railfans of all walks of life into his little piece 
of the railroad and his life. When questioned about whether he might “get into trouble” for letting 
visitors in, he would respond “This is my tower when I’m working.”.  It was during the 3rd trick 
shifts sitting in the tower, trying to stay awake by pipe dreaming and drinking Chieko’s tea, that the 
seeds of saving Haley Tower some day were sown. In 1999 that dream came true. 

  S. Withrow                       
A quintessential view of Clee at work with tower mascot Grease by his side. 

   When Clee retired in 1989, Grease did too. Clee took her home with him. 



SPRING HILL WORK CONTINUES 

3 photos W. Foster 

In addition to the paintwork by Rob Doyle and Bill Foster shown above, Spring Hill is now alive! 
It has lighting   upstairs and down and outside too, courtesy of Bill and Trish Eccles. 



NYC WATCHMAN SHANTY COMING 
 
Thanks to the efforts of Rob Doyle and generosity of local businessman Brian Cottom, co-owner of 
Woodco Walls, the NYC crossing watchman’s shanty that once stood across the tracks from the Big 
Four Depot at 7th and Tippecanoe Streets in Terre Haute will soon be calling our museum home. 

R. Doyle J. Hehman 

MUSEUM OPERATING CHANGES 
 
Beginning this season our museum operating hours are changing. This was done to accommodate day-
light savings time now observed in Indiana and travelers who visit late in the day. The new hours are 
11AM to 4 PM ET. In addition, we will no longer allow any visitors under the age of 18 without a parent 
or guardian. Please make a note of these changes. 

ORDER BOARD CHANGES 
 
You may have noticed this issue of the Order Board is in a little different format. That’s because it being 
written by me, the President.  
 
Ralph Bell has asked to be replaced as editor of the Order Board. His new duties as Vice Chairman of 
the Indiana Transportation Museum no longer allow him the time to, as he says, “do it justice.”.  I want 
to thank Ralph for the time he has put into the publication. It has made for some excellent reading that 
was only getting better as he tweaked it. We wish Ralph all the best in his new role at ITM. I’m sure 
they are going to keep him REAL busy. 
 
As a result of Ralph leaving the editor’s desk, I am looking for an individual or group of individuals to 
take on the job.  
 
Another change that I am making as the CEO is the number of Order Boards that will be published.  
Since we are all busy and there isn’t always enough news to warrant publishing a quarterly newsletter, I 
am changing the publication to a bi-annual one. This is something I have toyed with for some time and 
now is a good time to make the change.  If we need to we can send out Form 19’s or something along 
those lines to keep the membership up to date on items that are urgent. 
 
If you are interested in taking over as the Order Board editor, contact me with your price. 
 
Editor 



Full Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _____________________ 

Email: _____________________ 

Mailing Information  
Are you a member?    Yes _____    no ______ 
Would you like additional information about the society?   Yes _____ No _____ 

Haley Tower Fundraising Merchandise 
Help the society and increase awareness of our projects by wearing this ultra-stylish attire! 

Mailing Address 
Please mail this completed form, along with your remittance, to: 

The Haley Tower Historical & Technical Society 
PO Box 10291 

Terre Haute, IN 47801 

The Haley Hat     $10.00 
Keep your noggin dry with this adjustable cap.  
Available in summer mesh or winter style. 
Available in dark blue or natural cotton. 

The Haley T-Shirt & Sweatshirt 
What all the well-dressed railfans are wearing!  
Features a full color photo of the tower. 
Printed on a high-quality 50/50 blend.  
Available in white only. Sizes M-XXXXL. 
 
XXL-XXXXL please add $1.50 
Youth sizes,  3X +  and sweatshirts are special  order. 

T-shirt  $15.00  
Sweatshirt $25.00 
 
Members get $5 discount! 
 
Please allow 4 weeks for special 
order items. 

Merchandise Ordered     
     

Item Quantity Size/color Price each Total 

Haley Shirt     
Haley sweatshirt     

Haley Hat     
     
   Sub-Total:  

The Haley H&TS is a non-profit  
organization. 

    

All proceeds from the sale of  
merchandise  

  Postage: 7.50 

are applied toward society activities.   Total:  



Individual Membership Form 
 

Personal Information 
 

         Full Name:  ________________________________________________  
    
         Address:   __________________________________________________ 
                  
                          __________________________________________________ 
       
          Tel:        ___________________________________________________   
    
          email:   ____________________________________________________    
   
        Membership 
A one (1) year membership in the Haley Tower Historical & Technical Society is 
$25.00 per calendar year. Members will receive a personalized  membership card 
and a subscription to the Society's newsletter, to be published bi-annually with up-
dates and bulletins as warranted. Future benefits will be announced as resources 
allow. 
 
_____ Enclosed is my $25 membership fee for the 2002 calendar year.  
 
_____ Enclosed is an additional contribution of $_______. 
 
          Mailing Address  
          Please mail this completed form, along with your remittance, to: 

 
The Haley Tower Historical & Technical Society 
PO Box 10291 
Terre Haute, IN 47801 

 

HALEY  TOWER 
HISTORICAL & TECHNICAL SOCIETY,  INC. 



Haley Tower Historical & Technical Society 
P O Box 10291 
Terre Haute, IN  47801-0291 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED                      FIRST CLASS MAIL 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Saturday, February 10 – 10 AM until dusk, Monthly board meeting and workday at the Museum 
Saturday, March 10 – 10 AM until dusk, monthly board meeting and workday at the Museum 
Saturday, April 14  – 10 AM until dusk, Monthly board meeting and workday at the Museum 
Saturday, May 5  – 11 - 4 PM, Opening Day for 2007 season 
Saturday, May 12 – 10 AM until dusk, Monthly board meeting and workday at the Museum  
Saturday, June 9 – 10 AM until dusk, Monthly board meeting and workday at the Museum 
Saturday, July 14 – 10 AM until dusk, Monthly board meeting and workday at the Museum 
 
Sunday, October 28 – Annual meeting and picnic 


