
7KH�2UGHU�%RDUG
9ROXP H��� 1 XP EHU�������� �6SULQJ� ����

     $� 3XEOLFDWLRQ�RI� 7KH�+DOH\� 7RZ HU�+LVWRULFDO�	� 7HFKQLFDO�6RFLHW\

    R Bell

FIRST ROLLING STOCK IN PLACE AT WVRM
After more than two years of discussions with the Terre Haute parks board an

agreement was reached that allowed the Wabash Valley Railroaders Museum to display its
first piece of rolling stock.  Pennsylvania Railroad cab car number 981741 was set in place on
June eighth.  The photo above shows the caboose as it appeared immediately after being
delivered

As reported previously the car was given to the city in the mid 1980's by Dr. Wayne
Crockett who asked that it be displayed in Dobbs Park.  It was refurbished by local volunteers
and set in the park.  Exposed to the elements in the park, the wood body began to deteriorate
as all wood items do.  The parks board felt that the Haley Tower Historical & Technical
Society might have the knowledge to repair the damage and asked if the Society would do the
needed work.  Limited time and resources led the Society's board of directors to decide that
nothing could be done for the car if it remained in Dobbs Park.

The parks board then began to consider moving the caboose to WVRM so that it
could be preserved by the Society.  Additionally, it would be a more logical display location.
Dobbs Park has become a nature center and home to the Native American Museum so the car
was somewhat out of place there.

In 2005 Trish Eccles began negotiating on behalf of HTH&TS with the parks board
and convinced the board that they should allow display of the caboose at WVRM.  Attempts
by HTH&TS to raise the funds needed to move the car were unsuccessful but Mrs. Eccles was
Continued on page 2
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able to persuade the parks board that saving the caboose was so important that
the parks board should pay the expenses of the move.  The parks board agreed
and with the help of the Society they hired MCF House Movers, LLC to transfer
the car to WVRM.  The project took place on June 7 and 8.

The photo at left
shows MCF employees on
June 7 placing the car on the
steel beams and bogeys that
would transport it to
WVRM.  The steel beam
being steadied by Bill
Foster would later be cut so
that it would fit through the
gate of Dobbs Park and past
a pedestrian island in 13th
Street at Spruce Street.

R.Bell

Workers from
HTH&TS had earlier
removed the welds that held
the caboose on the rails at
Dobbs Park so that the
trucks could be removed
and the car loaded onto the
bogeys.  MCF crew boss
Mike Deffendoll watches to
make sure the car moves
safely from its former
display location.
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Society president
Bil l Foster rode the car on
June 8 as it moved from
Dobbs Park to WVRM.  His
task was to move tree limbs
and traffic signals that
might be in the way.  Vice
president Jim Rhodes drove
an MCF truck used to hold
back the caboose as it
descended the hill on Poplar
at Fruitridge.
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Linemen from Duke Energy also traveled with this caravan as it moved
from Dobbs Park via Poplar to 13th Street where it turned north headed for the
Wabash Valley Railroaders Museum.  They were needed to safely lift power
lines allowing the car to pass under.

Some immovable obstacles required the caboose to be moved in a
serpentine path in order to clear them.  Such was the case for the traffic lights at
Poplar and Fruitridge and for the flashers above Poplar at the Indiana Rail Road
tracks.



Here the caboose swings wide to the left as it turns
from Poplar to 13th Street.  At Spruce Street the movers
encountered the pedestrian island.  It was placed there for
the safety of hikers and bikers using the National Road
Heritage Trail that follows the former Pennsylvania
Railroad right of way.  Boards were laid in the street so
that the bogeys under the caboose could ride up onto the
curbs.  The cab car on its steel supports was then carefully
maneuvered between the utility poles to the east and the
traffic signs to the west.

The procession then continued north to the rails of
the CSX St. Louis and CE&D sub-divisions. A southbound

R. Bell                                                                               train caused a slight delay.
The rails upon which the car had sat at Dobbs Park

were moved to WVRM in the evening of June 7 and
volunteers built this track panel using those rails and ties
donated by Tangent Rail of Terre Haute.

This photo shows the panel just before the caboose
was placed.  Since that June day the ballast has been
dressed to give a much better appearance.  Conduit can be
seen coming up through the ballast.  Dr. Bil l Eccles
carefully placed the electrical l ine so that the caboose
interior could be lighted but the conduit would be hidden
by a wheel and therefore not be obvious.  This was just part
of the electrical work done on the Museum grounds by Bill

R. Bell                                                                                                                                                 and Trish.  More details are in the next story.
The caboose was positioned at the west end of the

track panel and then carefully pulled to the east.  MCF
raised the car using hydraulic jacks, positioned one truck
and lowered the car again.  After the first truck was
positioned the car was pulled farther east and the process
was repeated.  After centering the caboose on the track
panel it appeared as in the photo on page one.

Even though the caboose was now on the grounds
of the Wabash Valley Railroaders Museum its ownership
was still in question.  The parks board was not certain that
they could donate it to the Society.  However, in late
August they determined that ownership could be trans-
ferred to the Haley Tower Historical & Technical Society.

R. Bell                                                                                                                                                       Currently the cab car is not open to the public due
to its condition.  While it is structurally sound many parts are deteriorated and possibly unsafe.  The Society's
board of directors would li ke to pursue grants to restore the car.  However, estimates of restoration costs must be
developed.  Director Rob Doyle leads this project and wil l be assisted by director Jeff Jackson.

This caboose is a valuable addition to the Museum as part of the tribute to the Pennsylvania Railroad.
Type N6b cabooses such as this were the most numerous cab cars on that railroad numbering over 1100 and yet
probably fewer than ten still exist.  Thanks to the negotiating skil ls of Trish Eccles and the vision and generosity
of the Terre Haute Parks Board the Museum can display a rare and historic item.



A BRIGHTER FUTURE ALL OVER WVRM
Whenever electricity has been needed in most areas of the Wabash Valley Railroaders Museum

extension cords had to be run from the power pole next to Haley Tower or from the office.  Now not as much
cord is required.

As reported in the previous issue an underground electrical cable was run to Spring Hill Tower from the
power pole.  Also, Turner Depot was connected to the office building by another buried cable.  These projects
were completed by the usual group of volunteers.  President Bill Foster spent additional time on the electrical
work.

A great deal of final work was done by Dr. Bill Eccles working alone or with assistance from Mrs. Trish
Eccles.  The Society thanks Dr. and Mrs. Eccles and Bill Foster along with the others that worked on this
project.

Electrical outlets are now located in Turner Depot and on both levels of Spring Hill Tower.  The
presence of electrical outlets will make restoration efforts easier and more convenient in these two buildings.

MORE ROLLING STOCK COMING
By Bill Foster

Milwaukee Road (MILW) office car "Terre Haute" is now ours, by way of the Illi nois Railway Museum
(IRM) in Union IL.

The car started life in January 1910 as the 12 section-1 drawing room Pullman “Harlowton” . In March
1931, it was converted to a cafe-parlor-solarium lounge car, renamed "Camp Grant" and assigned to the
Milwaukee Hiawathas. In 1950 it was set up for business train service, renamed “Terre Haute” and assigned to
the Terre Haute Division, based at Hulman Street yard. From there it went into work train service as X-830.
When the MILW reorganized in the late 70's it was sent west and was the last piece of company equipment to
come back from the Milwaukee Road's Pacific extension before they abandoned the track.

A group in Michigan purchased the car for their excursion service. They never did anything with it since
it has friction axle bearings. For those unfamili ar, up until the mid-1980's friction bearings were quite common
on rail cars. They use a brass bearing or bushing riding on a race on the axle that is lubricated with a pad soaked
in a special type of oil. When the RR's cut out the caboose, many of which rode on friction bearings they also
cut back on car inspection personnel in the yards. So there was nobody left to check and oil them. Roller
bearings are much more maintenance free. So, the class one railroads got together and banned cars equipped
with friction bearings from interchange.

IRM acquired the car a couple of years ago to keep it from being scrapped. The father of one of their
members served at Camp Grant and rode the car during the war so there was some interest in their group to
restore it. Interest waned and they too decided not to keep it due to the bearings and have found another roller
bearing equipped solarium car to replace it in their collection. So, due to its name and history here they offered it
to us.

In late June a group of our officers visited IRM to inspect the car. The car is REALLY ROUGH. It has
several holes in the roof and has water damage as a result. But it is all there and as someone at IRM said, “ they
don't make them anymore.” . So there is a fixed supply of historic cars to go around.

While the logistics of moving the car body to Terre Haute are still being worked out, the two
heavyweight trucks the car rode on arrived at our Museum August 15th.  The cost to move the body will be in
the neighborhood of $8,000. Donations toward this move are currently being accepted. Hopefully by the time
we open next spring the car will be on our property waiting its turn in the restoration line.

For those with access, the Milwaukee Road Color Guide to Freight and Passenger Equipment Volume 1
has a photo of sister car "Coast" on page 62.

Editor's note: photos related to this story appear in the next issue of THE ORDER BOARD.


