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ANNUAL MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENT

The aanual membership meding of the Haley Tower Historicd & Technicd Society is amost
upon us. Thisyea the medingwill be held on Sunday, October 23°. As usual the meeing will be
held at the Wabash Vall ey Railroaders Museum at 1316Plum Stred in Terre Haute, Indiana. The
businessmeeting will begin promptly at 11:30 AM CDT. After the businessmeeting the Society will
hold the traditi onal picnic but thisyea’s picnic will be dlightly different from those of the past five
yeds.

No amendments to the constitution of the Society have been propased so the only business
will be the routine items: approval of the minutes of last yea’s medings, approval of the treasurer’s
report and eledion of two baard members whose terms expire thisyea. Eledion of the diredors might
| § | leadtoa changeinthe day and time of the board’s monthly meetings.
| Jim Rhodes has srved as adiredor sincethe Society incorporated. He airrently isthe
| treasurer for the group. It isbelieved that he iswilling to serve another three'yea term on the board.

Ralph Bell’sterm on the board also expires this yea but Ralph has stated that he does not want to serve

again. Therefore, it will be necessary to nominate and eled avice president for the Society. Any

member of the Society at least age 21 may serve on the board. All that is required is awilli ngnessto
serve. Therefore, at the meding nominations will be acceted for the two pasitions.

Although not requiring official aciion Bill Foster will present areport on the adivities of the
Saciety during the past yea. A lot has happened so most members will want to attend to hea about
current events.

At the picnic this yea the Society will offer foodfor those that can not travel and bring their
own but the offering will be limited to chili. That was the traditional fare for the annual picnics held at
Haley Tower before the Society was incorporated. This yea donations for the foodwill not only be
acceted but also encouraged. The financia situation of the Society istighter this yea than in the past
as has been explained in the previous issue of THE ORDER BOARD and in the next article in this
issue.

Members may fed freeto bring another entreeif desired and all are encouraged to bringaside
dish that can be shared by all present. A small propane-fired grill i s avail able & the Museum for those
who may prefer hamburgers or another dish that needs a means of cooking. Of course, the Museum
has eledricity for devices such as crock-pats full of chili. Everyone needsto bring his own soft drinks
and lawn chair.

Asawaysit is hoped that many members will attend to voice opinions on the Society’s
adivities and plans.

Please, if you plan to attend and partake of the Society's chili notify us  we can prepare the
corred amount of food Email Ralph Bell at ralabell @att.net or cdl him at (317) 894 2626. Also,
please let us know how many will be dtending.
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The

EXCITEMENT, YET CONCERN AT THE MUSEUM

Theboard of diredors of the Haley Tower Historicd & Technicd Society has
embarked on a projed that has the diredors excited but also concerned. This projed, if
completed, will grealy impad the Wabash Valley Railroaders Museum.

The original plan for the Museum included acquiring a cdboose and pladng it
on the property. It was expeded that the cdoase would be of Pennsylvania Railroad
heritage and would serve as the locaion to dsplay artifacts and memorabili a of that
line. Members may recdl that each of the four historic stean rail roads that served
Terre Haute was to have one structure & the Museum to convey the story of that
railroad’simpad on the dty and surrounding area Haley Tower would represent the
Chicago & Eastern lllinois. Spring Hill Tower would contain information about the
MilwaukeeRoad. A caboaose would serve for the Pennsylvania while adepot would be
aaqquired or built to house the New Y ork Central story.

The original plan had to be modified when the Society fortunately was able to
save and move Turner Depat to the Museum. Being aVandalia Rail road depot and that
line being a predecesor to the Pennsylvania it was proper that Turner Depot should
display Pennsylvania Railroad history.

Asfar bad as September of 2003the Terre Haute Parks Department redized
that they had a problem in Doblbs Park with the cdoose that has been displayed there
sincethe mid 1980s. The caoose isawooden PRR N6b that was built or rebuilt in
Terre Haute by therailroad. After itsretirement from the railroad locd physician
Wayne Crockett acquired the ca. Dr. Crockett donated the ca to the dty of Terre
Haute askingthat it be displayed in Dobls Park becaise it would be dose to his home.
After the ca arrived at the park agroup o former PRR employees restored it and it was
opened to the public. It becane popular with area dildren as a placeto play and it held
many children’s birthday parties. 1n June of 2005former Terre Haute mayor Pete
Chalos wrote an opinion piecefor the Terre Haute Tribune-Star telling readers that they
could visit Dobbs Park and climb on the cdbocse. However, littl e money was gent on
maintenance of the ca and the wood deteriorated to the point that the ca became a
hazad to the public.

Informal discussonstook placein 2003 ketween the Society and persons with
Terre Haute Parks to seeif the Society would help restore the cdboose. The Society
dedined because the cdboose would have remained in Dobbs Park. The Society felt
that we could only help if the cdboose would eventually be moved to our Museum.

The subjed came up again last yea at the August annual meding of HTH& TS
when Trish Ecdesinformally mentioned that the Parks Department wanted to do
something about the cdoaose. At that time no one from our group had redly studied the
ca to seeits condition except Bob Mount who had taken several photographs of it.
Society members at the August meding discussed the situation and the &titude seemed
to be that we aould not afford to repair an item for the dty of Terre Haute. No vote was
taken on the matter.

In April of thisyea it became gparent that the Parks Department would give
the cdoose to anindividual or group that would be willing to restore it and display it.

If no one could be found then the cdboaose would be demolished to remove the hazads
it presented in Dobbs Park.

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE

SPECIAL INSERT IN THIS ISSUE
A spedal insert has been placel in thisissue of THE ORDER BOARD. lItisa
membership applicaion. It isnot for you. Most of you are dready members of the
Haley Tower Historicd & Technicd Society. It isfor afriend of yours. You dedde
whothat friend is. The Society needs your friends as members. The aticle @ove
explains why we need more help at the Wabash Valley Rail roaders Museum.



The Society and the Museum currently have cetain manpower requirements that arefilled by agroup d
eight to ten volunteas. It isarecognized fact for museums of all types that only ten percent of the members will
be aleto givetime a volunteers working at the museums. Our volurteer groupis dightly more than ten
percent of our members © we might be more fortunate than many museums. However, thisyea severd
members of that group have found themselves unable to spend as much time & in yeas past a the Wabash
Vdley Railroaders Museum so more volunteers are neaded. Using the ten-percent formula, for each ten new
members we will aso find one new voluntes.

Acquisition of this Pennsylvania Railroad cab car will also increase our need for volunteers. We will
need people with the knowledge of woodworking because structural members of this caboose aelikely to need
replacanent. It will require more than just sawing and naili ng together some lumber acquired from the local
building-suppy store. Thetop of the aboase should be coated with "asphaltum.” We need people that know
how to work with asphaltum and probably someone that knows what it really is. When the structural and
exterior repairs are cmplete the caboose will nead to be painted. Many of us are pable of thistask but we
need the number of available hoursto completeit. More volunteers equatesto more available hours. After
painting, the lettering will need to be replaced onthe exterior. A friend with the Indiana Transportation
Museum can provide the @rrect lettering but that lettering can only be properly applied if at least two people ae
involved.

Other mgjor projects remain unfinished at the Museum. The upper level of Spring Hill Tower will be
restored to its appearancecircal960. Thetilefloor must be removed, as must the remainder of the "knotty-
pine" paneling onthe walls. The entire building must be re-wired so that the lower level can become a
showcase for the history of the MilwaukeeRoad. Rewiring will not be of any use until atrench is dug from the
power poleto the tower so that electrical service ca be amnnected.

Haley Tower isamost complete but the woodtrim still needs painting and those surfaces ould be
properly prepared before painting. Turner Depat has been painted bu the preparation was hurried and rot done
properly. The depot will need to be repainted in threeor four yeas. Intheyard at the Museum are sufficient
pieces of limestone to rebuil d a representative sedion d the tower of the Big Four Depot. Many Terre Haute
residents have no memory of its appearance.

Volunteas are also neaded for the mundane tasks involved in maintaining the Museum grounds. Grass
growth depends onrainfall but must always be dore and we have more than three aces of grassto mow. Then
the growth must be trimmed in the areas where amower can not go.

For six months of the yea the Museum is open to the public to fulfill its purpaose of exhibiting the
railroad history of the Wabash Valey. Most weekends we have very few visitors and ane "interpreter” can ded
with al visitors. However, ona spedal day such as"Leaning Day in Terre Haute" the Museum receves more
publicity and more visitors. On that day, September 24, nineteen people were on the grounds multaneously.
The two volunteers working that day had their hands full trying to explain the exhibitsto all that visited.

All these activities require volunteers but also something more and that is money. More members of the
Society means more income from dues. However, among those new members perhaps will be another Trish
Ecdes, capable and willing to write agrant proposal that might bring the funds needed to compl ete some of
these projects.

An additional benefit of more volunteasisthat ead has il ls that he shares with the others. The
Museum beames a place where knowledge and talents are shared aong with the history of Wabash Valley
railroading.

Please take time to think abou this and then send aletter to afriend. Explain why you kecane a
member of the Haley Tower Historical & Technical Society and encourage your friendtojoin. Also, consider
dorating your time to the Museum. It can only make us al better.



| ndividual Membership Form

Personal Information (please print)
Full Name:

Address

City, State, Zip Code:

Telephone:

Email:

M ember ship
Membership in the Haley Tower Historicd & Technicd Society is $25.00 per yea.
Members will recave amembership card and a subscription to the ORDER BOARD,

the Society's newsletter, to be published quarterly with updates and bull etins as warranted.

Future benefits will be announced as resources all ow.

I Enclosed is my $25 membership feefor one yea.
I Enclosed is an additional contribution of $ .

Mailing Address

Please mail this completed form, along with your remittance, to:

TheHaley Tower Historical & Technical Society

PO Box 10291

Terre Haute, IN 47801-0291

If you have questions or comments for us, please mail them to the aldressabove.
Y ou should receve your recept and materials within 10 working days.

CUT HERE AND MAIL THE TOP PORTION. USE THE MAP BELOW TO FIND YOUR MUSEUM.

upcated 09/04

HOW TO GET TO THE WABASH VALLEY RAILROADERS MUSEUM,
HOME OF THE HALEY TOWER HISTORICAL & TECHNICAL SOCIETY

I70

K

e
W
[

NOT TO
V MaPLE} . SCALE
2 WVRM 2

E §TH AVENUE ot NOT ALL
= & B STREETS
Z E E %  SHOWN
~ ,

E LOCUST Z B g

@ CS5X E i _J-

™ o

- n——
WABASH / US 40

INDIANA 46
TO
I70



CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO

The board of diredors of the Society visited the park and found that the brakes and ather appliances were &l
present and in good condition but the wood pations were deteriorated as siown in Bob's photos. Additionally, oposaums
wereresidinginside the ca.

Sincethen board members have discussed whether the Society should undertake aprogram to move the cdboaose to
the Wabash Vall ey Railroaders Museum and restoreit. Some of the discusdon was held on the WV RMnews group on the
Internet so that members other than the diredors could expresstheir opinions. Much of the discussion centered on the faa
that restoration of this car will take agred ded of time and expertise that we may not have. Also, the extraordinary
expenditures incurred this yea because of the bregk-in and theft in June have left the Society with little in the way of funds.
Many members questioned if we would be &leto pay to move the cdoase let alonerestoreit. We have recaved aprice
guote from our preferred mover, MCF. An additional consideration was that the Society had no concrete evidencethat the
city would give away the cdocse.

In late August of thisyea several HTH& TS members attended the monthly meeing of the Terre Haute Parks
board. Bill Foster presented that body with a proposal for moving the cdoose to the Wabash Valley Rail roaders Museum
but not until 2006when we have had an oppatunity to raise needed funds. The proposal included plans for seauring the
ca at Dobbs Park now so that the public could not gain access and also included plansto winterizeit so that no further
deterioration could occur during the winter. Trish Ecdes then addressed the gathering and presented a nascent plan to write
agrant proposal that would give the Society the monetary means to undertake this projed.

The Parks board wants the ca out of Dobbs Park and seemed to favor the ideaof giving usthe cdboaose. They
instructed their attorney to check legaliti es of a possble transfer of ownership. At their September meding our propasal
was accepted. The atorney has not finished the document that will transfer ownership but the plans were gpproved and the
Dobbs Park maintenance aew will even extend additional help in securing and winterizingthe ca. Trish Ecdes dated that
sheis procealing on agrant proposal that will be submitted to the Wabash Valley Community Foundation. That
organizaion gave the money that was used to move Haley Tower.

Your diredors are pleased that the cdoase will be alded to the Museum’s colledion. Thiscar isone of probably
fewer than ten N6b cab carsthat till exist out of more than 1100 huilt by the Pennsylvania Railroad from 1914to 1923.
The dasswas the most numerous of styles used by that rail road and, although built of wood was still built after the PRR
started building sted caboaoses. After the railroad stopped building N6b cab cars all future cas were sted construction.

Not only will the museum be given the ca but also the panel of tradk upon which it sitsin Dobbs Park. 1t will be
placed north of Turner Depat and a platform will be built between the two diving the gopeaance of atrue old railroad
station beside therails. 1t is hoped that all the people of Terre Haute who loved the caoose in Dobbs Park will come to
visit it at its new home and become famili ar with the Wabash Vall ey Rail roaders Museum.

The Society’sboard is gill concerned over a number of issues surrounding the caoacse. |If the grant is not given a
gred ded of money will need to be raised to move and restore it. Restoration of other wood caboases by groups around the
country have reguired thousands of man-hours over several yeas  greaer voluntea participation would be needed. Some
of the restoration work would require ameasure of woodworking expertise of which we currently have only alittl e.

The board believes this projed to be worthy of al our efforts. We will certainly be telling you more and asking
for your help in the future.

SOME PROJECTS ADVANCED DESPITE SETBACKS

The bre&-in at the Wabash Valey Railroaders Museum in June caised the diversion of funds that were to be
spent on other projeds this summer. Despite that problem some projeds did move forward.

In July several voluntea's made preparations for running eledricity from the officeto Turner Depot. A concrete
pad lay over the aeawhere the dedric wires need to run and these workers managed to brea-up that concrete mostly
using sledge hammers. The rubble was moved to the west side of the viewing datform where it was used as riprap on the
dope. While removingthe mncrete pad they discovered six by six timbers and three-inch diameter pipes, all set in another
concrete pad.

For some time it has been planned that the viewing platform would have dedricity so visitors could conned their
scanners and listen to railroad transmissions. A conduit has been run from the northwest corner of the platform to the pole
where the dedric meter and panel arelocaied. The adual wires gill need to be pulled into the conduit.



Haley Tower Historical & Tedhnical Society
P O Box 10291
Terre Haute, IN 478010291

ADDRESSCORRECTION REQUESTED FIRST CLASSMAIL

PLEASE OPEN AND READ IMMEDIATELY OR YOU'LL MISSTHE PICNIC

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Saturdays and Sundays through October — Wabash Valley Railroaders Museum open 11AM to 3PM
Wednesday, October 12 —6:00 PM, Monthly board meding at the Wabash Valley Railroaders Museum
Saturday, October 15— 10AM until dusk, Monthly workday at the Museum

Sunday, October 23-11:30 AM until ?, Annual membership meding and Picnic at the Museum



